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BIRDWATCH AMERICA TAKES FLIGHT:
Premier Backyard Nature Products Trade Show to Run Concurrently With Winter 2011 Philadelphia and Seattle Gift Shows

ATLANTA (March 24, 2010)  -- The annual Birdwatch America show will leave its perch in Atlanta to run concurrently with the Winter editions of the Philadelphia Gift Show and Seattle Gift Show beginning with the 2011 editions. Show owner Urban Expositions has chosen these strategic West and East Coast collocations to tap into future growth opportunities for the  backyard nature products show, as well as new cross-market buying/selling potential and convenient, cost-effective access for niche buyers outside of the show’s traditional geographic trading area.  

The show was most recently held at Atlanta’s Georgia World Congress Center. Birdwatch America –East will be held January 8-11, 2011 in conjunction with the Philadelphia Gift Show at the Greater Philadelphia Expo Center in Oaks, PA.  Birdwatch America-West will debut February 5-8, 2011 alongside the Seattle Gift Show at the Washington State Convention Center.  Following the 2011 events, Birdwatch America  will continue to co-locate with each of these winter editions. 

“By bringing Birdwatch America to these strategic East and West Coast locations, we expect to reach a whole new audience of birding and backyard nature product retailers, while also expanding the buying opportunities for our well-established attendee base” explains Doug Miller, president, Urban Expositions.  “The Philadelphia and Seattle shows offer cost-effective, convenient destinations with complementary product mixes and space to grow.  We think the collocation offers a number of mutually beneficial opportunities for buyers and exhibitors alike.”
“The largest concentration of independent and franchise bird stores is located in the mid-Atlantic region,” Miller adds.  “With its convenient King of Prussia area location and cost-effective hotels and buyer amenities, our Philadelphia Gift Show draws retailers from throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, with steady attendance gains from New York, New Jersey, Western Pennsylvania and other areas which are strong targets for the birding/nature products category too. In its Atlanta location, Birdwatch America was never able to draw a significant buyer base from the West Coast and we think that the Seattle Gift Show will help increase brand awareness and attendance from Alaska, California, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Canada.  Not only is the Pacific Northwest an ideal market for this category, but the show’s timing and easily accessible location make it an even more attractive draw.”

Birdwatch America brings together  top manufacturers and other industry innovators  showcasing bird feeders, bird houses, water gardening supplies, bird baths, bird seed, optics, garden décor, wildlife art, jewelry and many other birding industry items.  Attendees include independent and franchise wild bird specialty stores,  e-tailers, camera stores, mail order catalogs, garden centers, outdoor retailers and pet stores.  

This selection will now join the growing resources found at the all-category Philadelphia and Seattle Gift Shows. In addition, the solid retail educational program that has always been part of the Birdwatch America event will also be part of the East and West editions.  Programs targeting the specialized needs of birding retailers will now join the full roster of educational programs that are part of the Philadelphia and Seattle Gift Shows.   
For exhibitor information on Birdwatch America, companies can visit www.birdwatchamerica.com or  contact Rachel Horsman at 800.318.2238 or via e-mail at rhorsman@urban-expo.com   or contact Urban Expositions, 1690 Roberts Blvd., Ste. 111, Kennesaw, GA 30144. E-mail: info@urbanexpositions.com.  

For buyer information, visit www.birdwatchamerica.com or  contact Cece Lee, buyer relations director at 800.318.2238 or via email at clee@urban-expo.com. 

ABOUT URBAN EXPOSITIONS
Urban Expositions is a leading producer of gift, souvenir and resort merchandise trade shows. With a successful track record bringing buyers and sellers together in cost-effective and convenient settings, the company’s growing show roster includes the Philadelphia Gift Show, Grand Strand Gift & Resort Merchandise Show, San Francisco International Gift Fair, Seattle Gift Show, Boston Gift Show, Ft Lauderdale Gift Show, Galveston Gift & Resort Merchandise Show, Emerald Coast Gift & Resort Show, Las Vegas Souvenir & Resort Gift Show, Market Place Show, Ocean City Resort Gift Expo, Orlando Gift Show, and invitation-only Gathering event.  For more information, visit www.urban-expo.com
