[image: image1.jpg]5131

SAN FRANCISCO

INTERNATIONAL GIFT FAIR®




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Press Contacts:
Suzanne Pruitt – 678.285.0307
E: Suzanne@marshmeadowsmarketing.com
Amy Dufour – 678.285.0597
E: Amy@marshmeadowsmarketing.com
San Francisco International Gift Fair ‘Gives Back’ Through Partnership With Nonprofits

ATLANTA, GA (December 22, 2009) – Under the new management of Urban Expositions, the semi-annual San Francisco International Gift Fair® returns February 6-9, 2010 to the Moscone Convention Center to once again demonstrate its commitment to the San Francisco community through its ongoing charitable partnership program benefitting the San Francisco Food Bank and Under One Roof.

As part of the program, Gift Fair attendees are asked to donate three non-perishable food items to the San Francisco Food Bank via the green barrels inside the lobby of the Moscone Convention Center in order to receive a $5 parking or public transportation credit. At the end of the Gift Fair, exhibitors also donate thousands of dollars worth of merchandise and materials to Under One Roof – the world’s first retail outlet for AIDS/HIV relief – which then is sold at the store’s Castro District location. As of 2007, Under One Roof’s new, larger retail store has tripled its size, allowing the organization to expand its offerings from gifts, bath and tabletop into an extensive array of home furnishings, a large urban garden collection and a vibrant children’s section.

“We look forward to building upon the Gift Fair’s relationship with these two important non-profits,” said Doug Miller, president, Urban Expositions. “This partnership gives exhibitors and attendees alike the opportunity to actively give back to the San Francisco community, and we are thrilled to be able to make a difference in our host city.”

“With 1 in 4 children and 1 in 5 adults at risk of hunger in the city, this rebate from the San Francisco International Gift Fair is a great way for us to work together to help support people in need,”  said San Francisco Food Bank Special Events & Food Drive Manager Jessica Brittsan. 

As a general guideline, the San Francisco Food Bank lists the following food items as “most needed”: rice, pasta, proteins like tuna or canned meats, peanut butter, stews and soups (especially low sodium products), Latino and Asian ingredients, 100% fruit juices, and canned fruits and vegetables. Attendees should avoid bringing sugary snacks, instant desserts, soda and candy. 

Attendees who are unable to bring food items are encouraged to make a monetary donation to the Gift Fair, or to use a portion of their rebate as a donation to the San Francisco Food Bank. A single-dollar donation translates into the Food Bank being able to purchase nine dollars worth of food.

ABOUT URBAN EXPOSITIONS

Urban Expositions is a leading producer of gift, souvenir and resort merchandise trade shows. With a successful track record bringing buyers and sellers together in cost-effective and convenient settings, the company’s growing show roster includes the Philadelphia Gift Show, Birdwatch America, Seattle Gift Show, Grand Strand Gift & Resort Merchandise Show, Boston Gift Show, Ft Lauderdale Gift Show, Galveston Gift & Resort Merchandise Show, Emerald Coast Gift & Resort Show, Las Vegas Souvenir & Resort Gift Show, Market Place Show, Ocean City Resort Gift Expo, Orlando Gift Show, and invitation-only Gathering event. For more information, visit www.urban-expo.com.
ABOUT THE SAN FRANCISCO FOOD BANK

The San Francisco Food Bank supplies food to more than 400 non-profit anti-hunger programs and through our own network of over 200 neighborhood pantries. This year, we will distribute 36.5 million pounds of food – enough to provide 78,000 meals to hungry San Franciscans each day. A full 97% of all product and money donations we receive go directly toward feeding hungry people. For additional information about the San Francisco Food Bank visit www.sffb.org.

ABOUT UNDER ONE ROOF

Under One Roof, a 501(c)(3) organization, generates unrestricted funds for Bay Area agencies and ASOs that provide HIV/AIDS education and support services. Primarily, Under One Roof (UOR) operates a retail gift store, leveraging its retail and manufacturing industry relationships to procure donated new merchandise/products as well as unique purchased merchandise. Under One Roof’s retail gift store raises hundreds of thousands of dollars annually for HIV and AIDS service organizations. Since 1990, Under One Roof has brought together community volunteers, donors, staff, sponsors and merchant supporters to fundraise in support of those living with HIV/AIDS, benefiting organizations throughout San Francisco and the Bay Area. Additional information is available online at www.underoneroof.org. 
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